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Foreword 


The Inuit Land Use and Occupancy Project was initiated at 
the request of Inuit Tapirisat of Canada. Following pre- 
liminary discussions in 1972 and 1973, Milton Freeman 
Research Limited was incorporated on 18 June 1973, in order 
to undertake research into Inuit use and occupancy of the 
land, with funds advanced by the Department of Indian and 
Northern Affairs. After the research had begun, a Steering 
Committee regularly met to oversee the interests of the federal 
government and Inuit Tapirisat of Canada in the Project. 
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Letter 
of Endorsement 


The contract between Her Majesty and Milton Freeman 
Research Limited to carry out the Inuit Land Use and 
Occupancy Project called for the establishment of a Steering 
Committee to advise the Minister on the overall progress 

of the Project. The Steering Committee, consisting of two 
members appointed by the Minister and two by Inuit 
Tapirisat of Canada, met five times, reviewed the progress 
reports and financial statements of the Project, and found 
them satisfactory. 


For the Federal Government For Inuit Tapirisat of Canada 


Mr. T, Eo C, Curley 


Le a, Ora 


Mr. A. Stevenson 


Dr. M. J. Ruel Miss C. Hunt 
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The Empirical and Inductive Nature 
of the Maps 


The maps that form Part II of this volume represent the 
distillation of an immense quantity of highly detailed and 
precisely mapped information about the use of the Arctic land 
within each Inuit respondent’s own adult lifetime, The 
information that has gone into these maps has not come from 
a committee of cartographers, ecologists, anthropologists 

and geographers; rather, it is the compilation of thousands 

of real and personal land uses, the partnerships of individual 
Inuit people with the land’s resources. 

The compilation procedure is outlined in the example, 
Figures 2 to 5. Using the standard 1:500,000 topographic 
sheets (well known and heavily used by the Inuit people) as a 
base, each one of about 85 per cent of the adult male popula- 
tion drew his own hunting areas, species by species, in 
coloured pencils on a transparent overlay or directly on the 
maps. These individual “map biographies” (Figure 2) were 
then combined to form a map or a series of maps that showed 
species by species the areas hunted by all the people interviewed 
in each settlement (Figure 3). The outer boundary for each 
species was considered most important, and is used to delimit 
the hunting area for that species on the final map (Figure 4). 
Each faunal resource area so derived was then overlayed 
to show how important particular portions of the land were 
in providing a variety of resources (Figure 5). 


Cartographic Generalization 


The cartographers have taken some liberties in categorizing 
particular faunal resources. For example, both narwhal and 
beluga were grouped together as “whale”, while eggs, ducks, 
geese and ptarmigan were put together as “wildfowl”. There 
may well be significantly different cultural and economic 
values placed by certain Inuit groups on the various products 
of narwhal and beluga, or on eggs and eider ducks. An Inuit 
cartographer might have created different categories. Whatever 
the groupings, however, the task of presenting cartographically 
the basic theme of what land is most important to the Inuit 
peoples would be frustrated if such resource generalizations 
were not made. 

Spatial generalizations have been slight. Within the limits 
of modern cartographic, photographic and colour printing 
technology, the areas shown as utilized on the maps correspond 
closely to the accumulated areas covered by individual map 
biographies on the 1:500,000 topographic sheets, The base 
maps used in Part II of the atlas are photographic reductions 


of the hydrographic features shown on the 1:500,000 sheets. * 
The relation of hunting areas to lakes, streams and coastline 
features on our 1:2,000,000 maps in Part II should be 
identical to that on the 1:500,000 originals used in the field 
interviews. 


How the Maps Should Be Read 


The primary purpose of the maps in Part II, land use maps 

by settlement, is to indicate the extent of land and water areas 
that were used, and are still in use, hence of continued vital 
concern to the Inuit people today. Although any area used 

at any time is indeed important, the areas that supply a variety 
of resources are perhaps especially critical. These multi-use 
areas are represented on the maps by a complex overlapping 
of symbols. 

The secondary purpose of the maps is to indicate the specific 
resources that are used. The reader will find it somewhat 
more difficult to discern these individual symbols in the multi- 
use areas, and a close study will often be necessary. 

With few exceptions a specific symbol represents the same 
resource throughout Part II. Exceptions to the standard 
symbols occur where complexity of resource use would create 
unintelligible overlapping of symbols. These exceptions are 
clearly noted on the maps. The standard legend is provided 
on page xx and as a fold-out at the end of Part II. 


How to Find a Specific Settlement Map 
in Part I 


The index map, Figure 6, page xviii, indicates the areas covered 
by specific settlement maps, and gives the map number and 

the settlement name. It should be noted that some settlements 
are mapped on several atlas pages. Furthermore, land uses 

in any one geographic area may be indicated by more than one 
set of settlement maps. Indeed, in almost every case, there 

are at least two maps covering the same area for each time 
Period — one for fox trapping, and one for hunting areas of all 
other species. 


“Except in Aklavik, Inuvik and Tuktoyaktuk, where the 1:1,000,000 
series has been reduced for use as a base. 


XV 


Permanent Deposition of Source Data 


Some 1,600 individual land use maps, similar to that repre- 
sented by the portional land use map shown in Figure 2, are 
deposited in the National Map Collection of the Public 
Archives of Canada in Ottawa. The data represented on those 
maps are permanently stored in coded form on magnetic 

tapes deposited at the Public Archives in Ottawa and in the 
Anthropology Department at McMaster University, Hamilton, 
Ontario, A statement of each individual’s land use, by the 
various categories shown in Volume Two, Table 3, and in 
each of several time Periods as appropriate, has been published 
separately by the Inuit Tapirisat of Canada as an Appendix 

to this Report. 
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Figure 5 


Figure 4 


Portion of final hunting area map: All species, Period II only 


Portion of hunting area: Caribou only, Period II only 
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Notes to Part II 


Definition of Time Periods 


In most settlements, land use in the lifetime of respondents 
occurred during recognizable blocks of social time that were 
categorized as follows. 


Period I 
The years prior to the local arrival of traders. 


Period IT 

The years of the fur trade, which occurred when a local or 
near local fur trade post was established, until fur trapping 
ceased to be a major economic activity for most people. The 
latter situation occurred when the DEW-Line or other 
government-sponsored construction programs provided wage 
employment opportunities. 


Period III 

The years marked by growth of permanent settlements in 
the north, during which time many Inuit chose to reside for 
most of the year at enlarged trading centres that provide 
new educational, health care, administrative and housing 
programs. 


In some cases Period IV was also recognized as residents 
acknowledged the occurrence of a significant new event during 
Period III. 


Very few Period I land use maps were obtained, due to the 
scarcity of surviving individuals active that many years into 
the past. Therefore for many localities Periods I and II land 
use maps were combined and represented in the atlas as a 
single map. However, as land use does not change sharply as 
one time period grades into the next, this decision has not 
resulted in any significant misrepresentation of historic fact. 
In several localities (e.g., the Baffin Island communities) 
the 19th century contacts between Inuit and whalers before 
the advent of traders in the region effectively extended Period 
II back before the lifetime of every living person. In certain 
other recently established communities (e.g., Grise Fiord and 
Port Burwell) social time cannot be subdivided at all, and is 
represented as continuous Period HI occupation. 


A Caution to Researchers: 
Relation Between Hunting and Trapping 
Patterns and the Central Settlement Site 


Researchers should be cautioned that the patterns of hunting 
and trapping, spreading out as they do in a suggestive linear 
decay fashion from a central site, do not provide evidence of 
the classic geographic idea of a progressively-developed 
exploitation of an environment from a central point. Until 
recently, the people who hunted the areas shown on, for 
example, the Cambridge Bay map, were not resident at 
Cambridge Bay settlement — the central point; rather, they 
were migratory, moving between seasons and years throughout 
a wide-spread area, The reason that the map is called 
“Cambridge Bay” and that Cambridge Bay settlement is 
marked, is because the hunters were interviewed at Cambridge 
Bay, the particular location where they now live. As is well- 
known to all students of the native north, settlement living is 
a relatively recent innovation. The establishment of settlement 
living for the majority of Inuit, in fact, defines the beginning 
of Period III in this report (see above). 

Thus in nearly every case each land use map in this atlas is 
compiled from a large sample of individual map biographies 
made by people now living at that settlement location. 

Insofar as the former residents of areas distant from any 
contemporary settlement may now be living in any one of 
several settlements, it is necessary to inspect several land use 
maps in order to see a more complete representation of land 
use than appears in any single map. For example, several 
former hunters of Chantrey Inlet now live in Whale Cove, 
Baker Lake, Rankin Inlet and Gjoa Haven, hence Chantrey 
Inlet land use is indicated on the maps of each of these 
communities. 

The only areas where there was departure from this com- 
pilation procedure was that including the five western Arctic 
communities of Aklavik, Inuvik, Sachs Harbour, Tuktoyaktuk 
and Paulatuk. Although people there were interviewed in 
similar manner as elsewhere, an individual’s land use referring 
to the Aklavik phase of his lifetime (i.e., when trading into 
Aklavik) was assigned to Aklavik land use maps. Any land 
use associated with any other region was assigned to the 
settlement area appropriate to that phase of the individual's 
career. Thus only in the case of the western Arctic, do the 
land use maps include individual maps from former res‘*>nts 
of the named settlement areas. 
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Symbolism is consistent throughout Part I, 
except in Spence Bay where wildfowl and fish are 
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Legend for land use maps by settlement in Part IT 


Part III: 


Regional Summary Maps 


Notes to Part I] 


The following series of regional summary maps illustrate the 
total extent of Inuit land use for each region of the Northwest 
Territories. The explanations illustrate composition and 
purpose of these maps. 


Composition 


1. The maps indicate the full extent of all individual land 
use of those Inuit interviewed in 1974. Time period or the 
various types of land use are not differentiated. Those 
particular classes of information are fully represented on the 
more appropriate scale of mapping in Part II of this volume. 


2. The settlements, whose residents’ land use is shown, are 
named on each map. The reader will note that groupings of 
settlements into ‘regions’ differ in some cases from the regional 
groupings used in the land use reports in Volume One. Thus 
in Volume One, the East-central Arctic region included 
Repulse Bay, whereas that particular settlement is placed with 
Keewatin District in the maps that follow. In Volume One, 
North Baffin Island and Northern Foxe Basin on one hand, 
and the High Arctic on the other, were kept as two separate 
regions, whereas in this volume these two regions are 
combined to form one Eastern High Arctic region. 


Purpose 


The main purpose of the regional summary maps is to show 
the continuous and overlapping nature of Inuit land use across 
the north. In addition to aggregating the total land use of 
several adjacent and interacting settlement populations into 
regional summaries, each map clearly indicates the extent of 
overlap between the adjacent regions. 

The maps in this atlas thus show, through a graded series, 
the extent and nature of Inuit land use from the first decade 
of this century until the present time. The series builds up 
from individual land use maps (see Part I, Figure 2) through 
summary maps for each settlement separated by time period 
(in Part II) to regional summaries for several adjacent settle- 
ments (Part III) to a final concluding map showing the 
aggregation of all the regional maps (Map 153 and back end 
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